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ORDER OF SERVICE
 
CALL TO WORSHIP
Jesus said, ‘Where two or three are gathered together in my name, I am there in the midst of them.’ 

So let us worship God. 

HYMN 31 (H&P): Come, let us all unite and sing 
OR 443 (StF) Come, let us sing of a wonderful love

PRAYERS OF ADORATION, CONFESSION AND INVOCATION
O Lord our God, you are higher than the highest and greater than the greatest that we can imagine. We worship you now because we wish to show our love for you. You have made the world in which we live and the good things which surround us; you sent your Son to show us what you are like, so that we might become like you; you have sent your Holy Spirit to fill us with your being so that we can be your people in this your world. We bow down before you, dazzled by your goodness. 

And yet, Lord, we find it hard to look at you, for we are ashamed. We are not the people you intend us to be. We go our own way and try to live our lives without you. We cause distress to others and to you by the things we think, say and do. We are truly sorry and ask your forgiveness. And we know that, because you showed your love for us in Jesus the Christ, you do forgive all those who truly repent. So, as we accept your forgiveness, we ask that you will help us to live as you wish. 

We ask your blessing on this time which we will spend together. May our lives be so enriched by our worship that we shall go out renewed in our love for you and in our longing to share you with all we meet. 

We offer our prayers in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

READING: Deuteronomy 10:12 - 11:1 

RESPONSIVE OR CONGREGATIONAL READING: Psalm 63 (853 H&P) 
OR Psalm 98 (820 StF)

READING: Romans 8:1-11 
HYMN 536 H&P / 507 StF: O for a heart to praise my God 

SERMON (see attached sheets)
HYMN 803 H&P / 668 StF: Teach me, my God and King 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
(Introduce response: The Lord hears our prayer: thanks be to God.)


Lord our God, you have given us so much, and yet we dare ask for more. And so we come to you with our prayers for others and ourselves. 

We pray for the Church, of which we are a part. We give thanks that we are part of a great company of Christians throughout the world, and we pray for all preachers of the Gospel, wherever they may be. We pray, especially, for the Christian community here in …, for those who hold office in this church, and for our Minister … May each one of us be faithful in our task of sharing you with the world, and may this church ever be a place of welcome for all. 

The Lord hears our prayer: thanks be to God. 

We give thanks that you have placed us in a world of beauty, variety and challenge. We pray for all those who carry on their shoulders great responsibilities which affect the lives of others; may they govern with justice and mercy. We pray especially for our own country, for our Queen and all members of the Royal Family, for our Government and all members of Parliament. We remember before you all those places where there is fighting, or an uneasy peace, especially …  May your love conquer fear and anger, that all may live together in harmony.

 
The Lord hears our prayer: thanks be to God. 

We give you thanks for all the good things in our lives: for our homes and families,  for the joys of love and friendship, and for all the good things with which we are surrounded. And so we pray for all those who are in any kind of need or distress. We remember those who are mourning a loved one, praying especially for those who have no faith in you to sustain them in their grief.  We pray for those who are ill in mind and body, for those who are now confined to their homes. We pray for those who are the victims of their own actions, or those of other people … And we pray, too, for those whose lives are committed to the care of others; may they truly be channels of your grace. 
The Lord hears our prayer: thanks be to God. 

As we pray for ourselves, we remember with gratitude that, even when we have forgotten you, you have not forgotten us. You, Lord, know the innermost secrets of our hearts. Help us to trust you and to lay our burdens on you, that we may have the strength to do your will in this your world. 

The Lord hears our prayer: thanks be to God. 

We thank you, Lord, for all those who have shared our lives. We give you thanks for those who have been important in our lives and who are now with you … And we praise you for all those, through the ages, who have shown us what it means to follow you. May their example be a light in our lives as we live to your glory. 
The Lord hears our prayer: thanks be to God. 
And so, as Jesus taught us, we pray: Our Father... 

NOTICES, OFFERING AND DEDICATION 

HYMN 267 H&P / 503 StF: Love divine, all loves excelling 
THE GRACE 

SERMON

Do you ever feel that you are living in the middle of a tug-of-war? Paul must have done so often. After all, he had turned from his background among the gentry, an important persecutor of the Christians, to become one of the people he had once persecuted. It must have been very difficult for him at times. So when, in the passage which we read from his letter to the Romans, he writes, ‘Those who live on the level of the old nature have their outlook formed by it, and that spells death; but those who live on the level of the Spirit have the spiritual outlook, and that is life and peace’, he immediately summons up a picture of a battle, a spiritual tug-of-war. He is explaining to us that we can either live with God in his way, or we can live at enmity with him.
 
Paul understands, none better, how easy it is for us to live at enmity with God. The death of which he speaks is a spiritual death, being cut off from knowing God. We all experience this at times, and sometimes the reason cannot be explained. One of the great medieval mystics, a man called St John of the Cross, experienced for twenty years this sense of being cut off from God. He called it ‘the dark night of the soul’. And for twenty years he had to continue his worship of God as a matter of discipline, rather than because of a living relationship. If that can happen to a man who is so dedicated to God, how much more can it happen to us when we ignore God, or turn from how we know he wishes us to behave. 
And, because we are all imperfect, we all know what it is like to feel that God is a long way away. But it is not God who moves away, it is ourselves. Perhaps God is nagging us to do something that we do not want to do. We keep running away and, the harder we run, the more uncomfortable we feel; and the more uncomfortable we feel, the less we feel able to talk to God. And then, suddenly, we find that we have lost all sense of God in our lives. We feel lonely and abandoned and begin to blame God. It is all too easy to recognise because it also happens in our human relationships. 

Living with God is different. It does not mean that everything in life is easy, nor does it mean that we are perfect people. Jesus said, ‘I have come to heal the sick; the healthy don’t need a doctor.’ Those who live with God do so because they know they cannot manage without him. In the same way that we need food in order to live day by day, so we need spiritual food in order to live a life that is in God’s perspective. In the same way that a married couple cannot maintain their relationship if they never talk to each other, so we cannot maintain a relationship with God if we ignore him all the time. So we need to make time for God in our lives, to read about him in the Bible and in the writings of other Christians, to talk to him and be watchful for his response, to see him in the world around and in all sorts of artistic creations. 
When we are in touch with God we are not necessarily good people, but we are, perhaps, more aware of our faults and more prepared to try to do something about them. A minister, who was once asked how one of his very devout church members could be so acid, replied, ‘But just imagine what she would be like if she were not a Christian!’ Neither does living with God mean that everything always goes right for us. But it does mean that we know that God will help us to cope, that we can look at Jesus on his cross and say, ‘If he can do that for me, he will help me to do this for him.’ 

It is all too easy to put God on a hanger with our Sunday best, or think of him as somebody who is like a particularly grim headmaster. But if we do that, we have got it all wrong. Jesus came to show us that God loves each one of us more than we can imagine. We tend to be rather like children who play the game with their parents, ‘Do you love me this much, this much, THIS MUCH?’, as they spread their arms wider and wider. We cannot spread our arms as wide as his love, ‘for his love is broader than the measures of man’s mind’. But, the hymn goes on, ‘we make his love too narrow by false limits of our own’. 
In some of Adrian Plass’s books, there is a lady who believes that she has to live a very joyless life since she became a Christian; she talks of when she was ‘in the natural’, a total misunderstanding of these words of Paul. God loves each one of us more than we can imagine, and that is our only reason for living with him in his way. 

And so we carry on, doing our best for God. We cannot do it on our own, and we do not do it because we believe that we are better than others. We do it because God loves us and because we know that his law of love is stronger than any other law. We do it because we know that, without God, we are spiritually dead but with him, we have life and peace. Amen. 
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