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Readers’ Service

The Temple and Us
by
Rev Philip S Moore 


Number: 65

Originally written for the Local Preachers’ Office, London

ORDER OF SERVICE
CALL TO WORSHIP:
You are God’s Temple and God’s Spirit dwells in you. 

HYMN: 501 HP / 32 StF Meet and right it is to sing 

PRAYER: 
Let us pray
Eternal God, we worship you for you are a God who is present at all times and in all places. 
You were present in this place before we entered. 
You go before us at all times and you come after us. 
When we leave here you will still be ahead of us and for that we thank you. 
Lord God, we adore you for you are the one who loves us as though we were the only one to be loved by you. 
We praise you for your love never ends. 
You never withdraw it for your nature is to love and that gives us hope even when we fail you. 

Forgive us Lord for the good we promised to do but have failed to do. 
Forgive us Lord for the times we have doubted your presence, feeling that you have left us alone. 
Forgive us Lord for the way we have been absorbed in our own selves and have forgotten other people. 
Lord in your great love; forgive each one of us now. [Pause] 

St John writes: ‘If we confess our sins, he is just and may be trusted to forgive our sins and cleanse us from every kind of wrong doing.’ 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Haggai 2:1-9 
The Prophet encourages the re-building of the Temple. 

THE EPISTLE: 2 Corinthians 6:14 - 7:1 
Paul tells the Corinthians that they are God’s Temple. 

HYMN: 46 HP / 436 StF What shall I do my God to love 

THE GOSPEL: Luke 21:1.9 
Jesus speaks of a time when the Temple will be no more but he discourages speculation as to when that will be. 
SERMON (SEE ATTACHED SHEETS). 

HYMN: 63 HP / 455 StF All my hope on God is founded 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING: 
[The familiar response, ‘hear our prayer’ will be used after the words, ‘Lord in your mercy.’] 
Let us pray 
Lord God, we thank you that in Jesus we have heard the Word that leads to life. 
We pray for all who seek to know the truth. 
Guide them as you led the wise men of old, that they may find the truth in you. 
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Lord God, we thank you that in Jesus we have seen the one 
who is the Light of the world. 
We pray for all who search for light in a dark world. 
We pray for those in the darkness of despair. 
Lead them to him who is the Light of the world. 
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Lord God, we thank you that we have been touched by the gracious favour of God. We pray for all who struggle to believe in your gracious favour. 
Be near to all who feel themselves to be victims of injustice, abuse and marginalisation that they may know that they are not forgotten by you. 
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Lord God, we thank you that during his life on earth Jesus touched men and women and made them whole. 
We pray for doctors, surgeons, physicians, nurses and auxiliaries. 
Empower them so that their skills may be used to bring healing and wholeness to people in need.
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Lord God, giver of light and life and love, look upon your people with favour so that all who ask may receive, all who seek may find and all who knock may find the door open to them, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN: 261 HP  Jesus, sun and shield art thou OR

    681 StF Community of Christ 


BLESSING: 
May the strength of God pilot you; 
May the power of God preserve you; 
May the wisdom of God instruct you; 
May the hand of God protect you; 
May the way of God direct you; 
May the shield of God defend you. 

And may the blessing of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
Remain with you, now and always. Amen. 

SERMON

What have you made of those three quite different Bible readings? Have you got the connection for there appears to be just one linking word. If you’re thinking of the word ‘Temple’ … then you’ve got it. 

The prophet Haggai - what a name for a child! - lived at the time when the Israelites had returned to Jerusalem after the Exile. They had been back in Jerusalem for some years but the Temple still lay in ruins. It was through the message of the prophet that they decided to rebuild the Temple where worship could be offered to the Lord. 

The Gospel mentions the Temple as being the place where worship is being offered and people are giving their money with varying motives. It is then that Jesus indicates that the Temple won’t last forever and that leads to the people asking when the end will be … and Jesus is not prepared to speculate.
 
In some ways the Epistle is the hardest section to understand - though in fact the Good News Bible in its translation slides over some of the difficulties. The New Revised Standard Version doesn’t slide over them. Beginning at the same point where our reader began earlier we have these words: 
‘Do not be mismatched with unbelievers. For what partnership is there between righteousness and lawlessness? Or what fellowship is there between light and darkness? What agreement does Christ have with Belial? Or what does a believer share with an unbeliever? What agreement has the Temple of God with idols?’ 

What does all that mean? To some people it means that Christians should not marry those who are not Christians; that people should keep themselves pure; that believers and unbelievers should have nothing in common. But the truth is that some Christians do marry non-Christians and some who are not Christians become Christians but their partner doesn’t. What is one to do then? Though some won’t accept the idea, St Paul was a man of his culture, especially where women are concerned. For example ‘Let you women keep silence in church.’ Indeed! That has rarely happened. 

But again, though Paul has the rare habit of saying the wrong thing, he also seems to have the ability of coming to the right conclusion, for he goes on to say ‘For we are the temple of the living God.’ What an absolutely splendid idea and that is what we are to look at for the next few minutes. ‘We are the temple of the living God.’ 


Paul offers two insights that we need to note: 
1. The first is ‘The Church as people is The Temple - a place where God dwells.’ 
‘I will make my home with my people and live among them.’ God lives with us. We are the place where he dwells. What a thought! It is at one and the same time both encouraging and terrifying. 

It is terrifying because it seems to put so much responsibility upon us. If God does live within us then that is quite a concept. Who are we that the Creator God, the Redeemer God, should occupy any place within us? Is it really true? Yet the Christian, in spite of all his or her failings dares humbly to say, ‘Yes, it is true.’ And that, in spite of the fact that we simply are not the people that we should be. 

And it is also encouraging for we ask ourselves where would we prefer God to be if he was not within us? Out there? Maybe in the hills or the heavens far beyond us? But what kind of a God is that? True, we know him to be outside us and beyond us, but suppose he never was within us? True, we find it hard to believe that he is within, but the fact is that men and women throughout the ages have witnessed to God within them: searching them; testing them; helping them. 
Listen to the Psalmist: [Psalm 139:1-2 and 7-10]

O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
You discern my thoughts from far away.... 

Where can I go from your spirit? 
Or where can I flee from your presence? 
If I ascend to heaven, you are there: 
If make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
If I take the wings of the morning 
and settle at the farthest limits of the sea 
even there your hand shall lead me, 
and your right hand shall hold me fast. 

God is always there searching us within, yet holding us safely. 

2. Paul’s second insight is that the Temple was separate, holy - set apart for God’s purposes. 
That is what the Temple was for. That is why Jesus turned out the money changers. That is why he drove out the animals through the gates. That ‘the temple is holy’ is a theme that St Paul has developed before. 
In writing to the Corinthian Church on a previous occasion he had written: [1 Corinthians: 3:16-17] 

‘Surely you know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you! So if anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and you yourselves are his temple.’ 

Here he is thinking, not so much of God’s indwelling in individuals, though that is true, but of God dwelling within the Church as people - the corporate group. The Church, then, must be separate - separate for God. That is the point and purpose of the Church. We are not in existence for our own well-being but for the sake of others. As the great Archbishop Temple put it ‘the Church exists for the outsider.’ The Church is for others. We are to be separated out from the world so that we can be for the world. 

It is a privilege to be a people in whom God dwells. It is also a frightening responsibility to be a people for the world. But what an aim! What a purpose! What an awesome task! Can we rise to it? Dare we seek to be that kind of a people? It is daunting. It seems to be asking too much. But it is the stretching out towards such a vision that again and again has saved the Church from becoming an inbred and ingrown institution that only seeks to save itself and be concerned only for its own. When we are tempted to turn into ourselves, let us remember the words of our Lord: ‘He who saves his life shall lose it and he who loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will find it.’ 

The Church as a Temple people may terrify us. 
The Church as a Temple people may encourage us. 
The Church as a Temple people may challenge us. 
But the Church as a Temple people is what God has made us - so let us be. Amen 
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